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Final Rejection 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed of record in the file: Amendment Dated 12/1/06. 

2. Claims 1-19, 21-35 and 38-39 are presented for examination. Claims 38 and 39 
were newly added claims. Claims 20 and 36 were canceled. 

3. The text of those applicable section of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in the prior Office Action. 

4. The rejections are respectfully maintained that is applicable to extent the newly 
added claims and reproduced infra for applicant's convenience. 

5. Claims 1 -6, 8-1 9, 21 -26, 28-35 and 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chen (Chen), U.S. publication no. 2005/0015477 A1 in view of 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 

As per claim 1 , Chen teaches a method of remotely power cycling a peripheral 
data storage system from a host system [figures 2,3], the method comprising: 

Powering-up the peripheral data storage system from the host system based on 
a host-scheduled backup operation [fig. 3; paragraphs 0028-0031]; 

Transmitting data to the peripheral data storage system from the host system 
based on the host-scheduled backup operation [paragraphs 0004, 0005,0016, 0020]; 
and 

Powering-down the peripheral data storage system from the host system based 
on the host-scheduled backup operations [fig. 2; paragraphs 0024-0027]. 
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Chen does not explicitly teach of transmitting pre-selected data to the peripheral 
data storage system from the host system. 

Official Notice is taken that transmit pre-selected data to the peripheral data 
storage system from the host system is very well known in the computer art. Such as 
AAPA teaches of transmitting pre-selected data to the peripheral data storage system 
from the host system [page 1 , paragraph 0003]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention 
to combine the teachings of Chen and AAPA, the specify teachings of AAPA stated 
above would improve the performance of the Chen system by backing up only the 
selected data. 

As per claim 2, Chen teaches that the powering-up is performed periodically at a 
pre-scheduled time corresponding to the host-scheduled backup operation [paragraph 
0020, 0022]. 

As per claim 3, Chen teaches of transmitting a power-up command to the 
peripheral data storage system for powering-up the peripheral storage system [fig. 3; 
paragraphs 0028-0031]. 

As per claim 4, Chen teaches of transmitting a power-down command to the 
peripheral data storage system for powering-down of the peripheral data storage 
system [fig. 2; paragraphs 0024-0027]. 

As per claim 5, Chen teaches of supplying operating power to the peripheral data 
storage system from the host system [fig. 1; paragraph 0023]. 
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As per claim 6, Chen teaches of ceasing the supplying of operating power to the 
peripheral data storage system from the host system [fig. 2; paragraphs 0024-0027]. 

As per claim 8, Chen discloses a peripheral data storage device, a peripheral 
system controller and a peripheral system controller host interface adapted for 
communication with the host system [fig. 1]. 

As per claim 9, Chen teaches of powering-up the peripheral storage system [fig. 
3; paragraphs 0028-0031]. 

As per claim 10, Chen teaches of powering-down of the peripheral data storage 
system [fig. 2; paragraphs 0024-0027]. 

As per claim 1 1 , Chen teaches of transmitting a power-up command to the 
peripheral data storage system for powering-up the peripheral storage system [fig. 3; 
paragraphs 0028-0031]. 

As per claim 12, Chen teaches of supplying power to the peripheral data storage 
system from an external power supply source [fig. 1 ; paragraph 0023]. 

As per claim 13, Chen teaches of transmitting a power-down command to the 
peripheral data storage system for powering-down of the peripheral data storage 
system [fig. 2; paragraphs 0024-0027]. 

As per claim 14, Chen teaches of ceasing the supplying of operating power to the 
peripheral data storage system from the host system [fig. 2; paragraphs 0024-0027]. 

As per claim 15, Chen discloses an external disk drive [fig. 1; paragraph 0016]. 

As per claim 16, AAPA teaches the pre-selected data resides in the host data 
storage system [page 1 , paragraph 0003]. 



Application/Control Number: 10/816,545 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2115 

As per claim 17, Chen teaches of configuring the host-scheduled backup 
operation in the host system prior to the powering-up [paragraph 0020]. 

As per claim 18, AAPA teaches pre-selecting a portion of host data for the host- 
scheduled backup operations of the selected portion to the peripheral data storage 
system [page 1 , paragraph 0003]. 

As per claim 19, AAPA teaches that the host system is adapted for 
communication with the peripheral data storage system via a USB cable [page 1, 
paragraph 0002]. 

As per claim 37, Chen discloses that the peripheral data storage system 
controller is a bridge controller and the peripheral data storage controller host interface 
is a bridge controller host interface [fig. 1]. 

6. Claims 7, 8, 15, 27 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chen (Chen), U.S. publication no. 2005/0015477 A1 in view of 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) and Serichol Blasco (Blasco), US patent no. 
6,892,288. 

As per claim 7, Chen and AAPA do not explicitly teach of determining if the 
transmitted pre-selected data were stored in the peripheral data storage system. In 
other word, they do not teach of determining whether the backup process is completed. 
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Official Notice is taken that the limitation is very well known in the computer art. 
Such as Blasco teaches of determining the backup process is completed [col. 2, lines 1- 
5,25-31]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention 
to combine the teachings of Chen and AAPA and Blasco, because they teach of 
backing up data in a data storage system, the specify teachings of Blasco stated above 
would improve the reliability of the Chen system by preventing power off the storage 
system prior to backing up data is completed. 

As per claim 8, Blasco discloses a peripheral data storage device, a peripheral 
system controller and a peripheral system controller host interface adapted for 

9 

communication with the host system [fig. 1]. 

As per claim 15, Blasco discloses an external disk drive [3, fig. 1], 

As to claims 21-35 are contained the same limitations as claims 1-19. Therefore, 
same rejection is applied. 

As per claim 37, Blasco discloses that the peripheral data storage system 
controller is a bridge controller and the peripheral data storage controller host interface 
is a bridge controller host interface [fig. 1]. 

As to claims 38 and 39, are contained the same limitations as claims 1 and 21 
respectively. Furthermore, Chen discloses a host system comprising a disk drive [fig. 1; 
paragraph 0017]. Therefore, same rejection is applied. 
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7. Applicant's arguments filed 12/1/2006 have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

8. In the remarks, applicant argued in substance that Chen does not disclose or 
suggest that 1 ) to transmit data to the peripheral data storage system from the host 
system based on the host-scheduled backup operation; 2) to cease the supplying of 
operating power to the peripheral data storage system from the host system. 

9. The examiner respectfully traverses. As to 1 ) Chen teaches of transmitting data 
to the peripheral data storage system from the host system based on the host- 
scheduled backup operation [paragraphs 0004, 0005, 0016, 0020; emphasis added 
"The network server 1 10 further provides a responding function to allow the remote 
terminal device 300 to perform data access according to user's commands and 
requirements. The storage device enables network users to access files stored therein", 
in other word, Chen teaches of transmitting data based on user's requirement (such as 
set an appropriate schedule indicate in paragraph 0005, and set an pre-arranged task 
schedule in paragraph 0020) the host-scheduled backup operation. Also, Official Notice 
is taken the limitation is well known in the art, AAPA discloses the limitations [see 
paragraph 0003 in specification]. 

As to 2) Chen teaches of ceasing the supplying of operating power to the 
peripheral data storage system from the host system [fig. 2; paragraphs 0024-0027]. 
Also see rejection above. 
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10. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded 
of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chun Cao whose telephone number is 571-272-3664. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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